
  TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON 

REGULAR MEETING 

August 18, 2021 

6:00 P.M. 

 

FLAG SALUTE 
Council President Burton led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance, announced that notice 
of the meeting was given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, and followed by 

roll call. 
 

ROLL CALL 

PRESENT     ABSENT  
Elisabeth McCartney  
Jason Allen 

Donovan Gardner 
Paul Detrick 
Gaye Burton    

    
Also, present: Mayor David Patriarca, Business Administrator Daniel Hornickel, Solicitor 

Andrew Bayer and Township Clerk Amy P. Cosnoski. 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Council President Burton called the meeting to order at approximately 6:06 p.m.  

 

CLOSED SESSION 
  224-2021 Authorizes Council to go into Closed Session – Not Adopted 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Council President Burton opened this portion of the meeting for public comments.  

 

Susan Sacco – 1. Questioned where we stand with the one-way direction in Sunbury. Mr. 
Hornickel advised that the signs have been installed and the project should be complete by 

Friday with limited work left to do. Advised that the Police Department has started issuing 
tickets for overnight parking. Noted that there will be a short grace period once we take the 

coverings off of the one-way signs. Ms. Sacco questioned how this would be enforced. Mr. 
Hornickel advised that the Police will be enforcing this.  

 

America Phillips – 1. Questioned if Pole Bridge Park was on schedule to be fixed. Mayor 
Patriarca advised that the Parks Improvement Plan is on the website and this park is in there. 

2. Advised that the house she brought up at the last meeting has still not been addressed and 
you cannot see near there.  

 

Questions submitted to the Clerk via Email: 
 

The following questions were submitted to the Township Clerk’s office by James Boland and 

read into the record by Mrs. Cosnoski. 1. Ordinance 306-2020 expands public participation. 
It keeps communication open between Council and the public. It is inclusive to people with 

mobility issues. The handicapped and immunocompromised could attend from the safety of 
their homes. These are the people in our communities. A resident caring for a newborn baby 
could call in. Residents and Council members not physically in town could still comment on 

ordinances. People who have to work during the meeting could submit comments ahead of 
time. People who work more than one job could still have a say in their local Government. 

Let's keep this ordinance in place, please. Public input, by and large, helps legislators to make 
considered decisions. Expanded public input expands understanding. Why put a stop that? 

Why now, when a serious virus is spreading to more and more people? It's only reasonable to 
keep this ordinance in place and let people email comments. People should be able to call in 
for Council meetings just as we do for Zoning meetings. Please continue to use the technology 

you have and keep the lines of communication open instead of limiting participation.  
 

The following questions were submitted to the Township Clerk’s office by Richard Gober and 

read into the record by Mrs. Cosnoski. 1. These comments pertain to Ordinance # 25-2021 
that was up for second reading at your August 4th meeting however the Board chose not to 

allow them to be read. In my personal opinion that decision was incorrect because I was 
simply commenting on this ordnance including items that were being amended. Existing 

ordinances are altered or updated constantly. The public should be able to be heard. Needless 
to say I was extremely disappointed that you proceeded to pass this ordinance with the 

current changes. Personally I believe there are numerous reasons why you need to bring this 



issue back to the drawing board for clarification purposes. I truly ask, what the goal of Code 
enforcement? Is it to have the violation corrected or to fine the property owner? I have a 

feeling that none of you have given careful consideration to the fact that if you wish to have 
violations corrected then code enforcement needs to issue the violation to the responsible 

person. Whether that is the property owner living in the residence or a tenant living there. 
Your ordinance clearly states that the ultimate responsibility does lie with the owner of the 

property and I am simply hoping that the person in charge of code enforcement will give 
instructions to the code enforcement officers to issue the violation to the responsible person. 
That will give you a much better chance to accomplish your goal. The code enforcement 

officer knows when he checks the public records if the owner resides there or does a renter live 
there. Putting the responsibility of cutting grass, removing an illegal vehicle or making sure 

there is no debris such as trash on the property falls with the occupant. An owner of a 
property occupied by a tenant cannot remove an illegal vehicle and to think that the property 

owners should have to purchase a form fitting cover is ridiculous. No doubt this issue shall 
ultimately be resolved in a higher court. Issue violations to the responsible person. The 
landlord cannot control these issues. I laughed when either Mr. Allen or Mr. Gardner spoke 

at a previous meeting and they suggested that the landlord could simply put in the tenants 
lease that the landlord would be responsible for cutting the grass at the properly. Do you not 

understand that in the majority of cases people who rent, do so because they cannot afford to 
buy a home. Most struggle with the rent. Now can you imagine what my tenants in Sunbury, 

who are paying $950.00 a month, would say if I was going to charge them $200.00 extra a 
month to have their lawns cut. How many of you pay a landscaper to do that? The tenant 
cannot afford that and thus the reason they either cut their grass themselves or they try and 

get a neighbor’s teenage son to do it for them. Yes, unfortunately they don’t always do it in a 
timely fashion because they often do not have the money to pay someone until the first of the 

next month. Are you ignorant of the fact that we are in pandemic now and that many 
landlords have many tenants that have not paid one dimes rent in18 months. They have no 

communication with their landlords what so ever. As soon as they find out that you are going 
to issue violation notices to the owner they will never cut their grass. They will begin to leave 
trash in their yards because they do not have to worry about receiving a violation. I truly hope 

that I am wrong on this issue. K.I.S.S. keep it simple stupid!! Issue the violation notices to the 
responsible person. Do you think for a moment that I as a landlord can go onto a tenant’s 

property and remove old toys or whatever the code enforcement officer says is there? I don’t 
think so. Ladies and gentleman, there are three attorneys sitting in the meeting tonight. Just 

for a minute do you really think a Burlington County Superior Court Judge is going to find a 
landlord guilty for not removing items that belong to the occupant? Not to mention not being 
able to remove an unlicensed vehicle? Sure the landlord will be found guilty in the Pemberton 

Township Court room. There is a Pemberton Township Judge, a Pemberton Township 
prosecutor, a Pemberton Township Code enforcement officer and a Pemberton Township 

code. Of course I will be found guilty as I have been at least 6 or 7 time over these last 52 
years however I have appealed each and every case and had each and every case overturned. I 

have not paid one dime fine in Pemberton Township in 52 years. Why is that? Because if 
given fair notice on issues that I can take care of, I will do so and eliminate any violation. But 
there are simply some thing’s I cannot do. Back to what is it you are trying to accomplish with 

your code ordinances? The ordinance you are considering amending this evening allows a 
property owner to receive a violation for high grass and even though they immediately resolve 

this issue, 11 months and 3 weeks later, the grass is once again high and there is no need for a 
violation notice to be given to the owner because the ordinance simply allows the code 

enforcement officer to immediately issue a summons. Sections #135-35 & 135-37 are very 
confusing. Take the time to re-read them. That wording changes when there was a conviction 
on the first offense and then the Judge may issue a fine, but not if there was no conviction on 

the previous violation notice. So since no violation was issued 11 months and 3 weeks after 
the first resolved issue, the owner has to go to Court. However if the issue is corrected before 

court date then the Judge cannot find them guilty of a violation. Why in the world do you not 
want to tell the owner there is a new violation?? Again, what is the goal here??? Eliminate the 

violation or collect a fine? This needs better clarification. Last but not least your Registration 
issue. I am very confused when a property is deemed vacant and when does the owner need 
to register that property as a vacant property? What is considered vacant? Is it 30 days after it 

becomes vacant or 60 days? I am also very confused why residents must register and pay a fee 
for a vacant property yet the Township owns numerous vacant properties such as the old 

Beneficial Bank building which has been vacant for ages. Does the Township have to abide to 
the rules the same as the residents do? So is it 30 days after a property becomes vacant that the 

owner must notify the Township? If a landlord evicts a tenant they have 33 days to remove 
their personal belongings. The landlord then needs to go in and do necessary painting etc., 

etc. for the next tenant. That could take upwards of 30 to 45 days before a new occupant 
moves in. Are they thus in violation? This issue needs much more review. Can an owner work 
on the property for 60 days without a vacant notice? Does the Township have to abide by this 

same ordnance for their vacant properties or is that just OK?   



 
Seeing no other public wishing to be heard, this portion of the meeting was closed to public 

comment.  
 

Consent Agenda: All items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine by the 

Township Council and will be enacted by one motion. Should a Council Member wish to 

discuss a consent agenda item separately, that item can be removed from the consent 

agenda and considered in its normal sequence on the regular agenda. 

 
Councilman Allen asked to pull Resolution 231-2021. Councilman Gardner asked to pull 
Resolutions 231-2021 and 228-2021.  

 

*CONSENT AGENDA  

  

*MEETING MINUTES 
Regular Meeting Minutes of August 4, 2021.  

 

*CONSENT AGENDA RESOLUTIONS  
  225-2021 Authorizes various routine refunds in the total amount of  $755.00. 

 

  226-2021 Rescinds Resolution 306-2020 thereby suspending procedures for public comment at 

Remote Public Hearings. 

 

  227-2021 Authorizes the purchase of one (1) new Mitsubishi Model FD40N1 Forklift for the 

Department of Public Works.  

 

  228-2021 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting.  

 

  229-2021 Authorizes the purchase of Hot Mix Asphalt (Bituminous Concrete) from American 

Asphalt Company, Inc., in an amount not to exceed $200,000.00 under Burlington 

County Cooperative Contract No. 4-BuCCP-19005. 

 

  230-2021 Authorizes purchases from Hibrett Puratex-Atlantic Associates for Liquid Chlorine for 

the Department of Public Works, Water Division. 

 

  231-2021 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting. 

 

  232-2021 Authorizes a contract with Vintage Title Services for Tax Sale Foreclosure Title 

Searches.  

  

 NEW BUSINESS 

*a. Purchases over $6,000.00 

 

1.  Public Works – Uniforms from Action Uniform Company in the total amount of 

$9,668.25.00 

 

2. Fire Department – Emergency Repair to Ladder Truck 1815 through Fire Apparatus 

Repair, Inc. in the total amount of $18,684.10. 

 

Motion by Allen and Gardner to approve the Consent Agenda as amended. Allen, yes;  

Gardner, yes; Detrick, yes; McCartney, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  
 

RESOLUTIONS 

 228-2021 Authorizes the purchase of one (1) new Nine (9) Cubic Yard Jet-Vac 
Truck Model 900 – Eco for the Public Works Department.  

 
Councilman Gardner asked about the third ‘Whereas’ and the need for a multipurpose 
vehicle. Mr. Hornickel advised that when the former MUA had run the Sewer Plant they had 

purchased a jetter truck that cost them about $240,000.00 and they could have instead 
purchased a combination jet-vac truck. Added that during their operations they would rent 

vac trucks from vendors that would cost them from $15,000.00 to $20,000.00 per year. Noted 
that they feel it is more prudent to purchase this truck which could last 12 to 15 or more years 

and noted it would be a long-term cost savings for the town. Stated that annually we have to 
vacuum out our various pump stations including wet wells and sewer lines. It was noted that 
this would be paid for over time and was part of a bond ordinance that Council had already 

authorized and that we would be looking to sell our current jetter truck.  
 

Motion by Gardner and McCartney to approve Resolution 228-2021. Gardner, yes; 
McCartney, yes; Allen, yes; Detrick, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  

 
231-2021 Authorizes the procurement of a concession for the Pemberton  

  Township Recreation Department.  
   



Councilman Allen explained what the resolution was for and gave kudos to the Recreation  
Department for their forward thinking and trying to keep our youth engaged. Councilman  

Gardner noted that this was a monitored game so that parents can see what is going on as  
many are not and you never know who your children are talking to. Applauded the  

Recreation Center as well.  
 

Motion by Allen and Gardner to approve Resolution 231-2021. Allen, yes; Gardner, yes;  
Detrick, yes; McCartney, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  
    

 

ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING, PUBLIC HEARING AND/OR 

ADOPTION 
 
ORDINANCE 29-2021 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON AMENDING CHAPTER 190 OF 

THE TOWNSHIP CODE ENTITLED “ZONING” TO PERMIT THE OPERATION OF 

PARTICULAR CLASSES OF LEGAL CANNABIS BUSINESSES IN CERTAIN ZONES 

WITHIN THE TOWNSHIP AND ADOPTING RULES AND REGULATIONS CONCERNING 

THE CONDUCT OF LEGAL CANNABIS BUSINESSES  

 

Council President Burton opened this portion of the meeting for public comments.  
 

America Phillips – 1. Noted she had spoken about this at the last meeting and feels that we 
do not need more drugs in the community and thinks we should save some children instead. 
Stated we are a unique town and not to destroy it. Asked the Council not to approve this and 

to save the children.  
 

Susan Sacco – 1. Questioned what type of dispensaries this was for. Mr. Bayer explained that 
class 1 through 4 would allow for certain classes to be opened in our commercial or industrial 
warehouse zones or class 5, which is retail, also into the commercial zone. Noted that if we 

do not pass this ordinance the State Law would trump whatever we do locally and we would 
have to allow all classes in including class 6 which is delivery. Ms. Sacco stated that this will 

bring money into Pemberton and she thinks it is fantastic. Stated that for revenue it is great 
and that marijuana is not the drug problem we have. Noted that she would vote yes for this if 

she could. Added that as a patient, and a Sunbury resident, and seeing what goes on in there, 
she does not see marijuana being the issue.   

 

Mike Sawka – 1. Stated that he is glad to see this is being put out and that the zoning 
ordinance is good and keeps the warehousing and manufacturing out of residential areas and 

where it should be. Noted that if anyone had read the State statutes on this, they would see 
that it is going to be so regulated that there is nothing to worry about at our level as the State 

will be dealing with it and we are only regulating where it can go. Noted that anyone 
complaining about this should go to a State where recreational marijuana is allowed and see 
how nice it is and how regulated it is. Advised that every single ID is checked and they 

register each person into a computer. Noted it is not like getting a bag on the corner in town 
and noted that will not go away as recreational marijuana is being highly taxed. Added that 

there is no reason why this should not pass.  
 

Councilman Allen noted that since the last meeting there was a neighboring township that 
voted no to having this in their township. Added that there are several townships voting no to 
this. Councilwoman McCartney advised that she has already expressed her favor for having 

zoning for cannabis. Stated that she had read a letter that was addressed to Council by the 
acting chair of the Planning Board, Ms. Lefebvre and comments from Mr. Banish, who 

pointed out that in another town there had been reports of concerns about odors emanating 
from operations. Noted that this was not a fact. Stated that if Council does pass this ordinance 

that they should make sure to keep this concern at the forefront of their minds. Mr. Bayer 
advised that the State Cannabis Commission would issue propose regulations any day by 
August 21st. Mayor Patriarca advised he had made himself clear on his feelings about this in 

the past and was not against anyone’s use of marijuana, but his issue is with the perception he 
feels it will bring to the township, but that he would not come out against any decision that 

Council makes here tonight. Stated that there is no question that the retail distributors will 
have the finest looking stores and politest salespeople. Did not feel that this would be the 

money grab that others thought it would be. Stated that he does have veto power but that 
without majority vote from Council it would not last and he did not intend to veto this bill. 
Added that if this is what the Council and the residents wanted he would not stop it.  Mr. 

Bayer stated that 67.33% of residents wanted this in the community. Mayor Patriarca noted 
that they do not always agree but that they all do what they feel is in the best interest of the 

community. Still felt that this will give the town a bad perception and noted that Pemberton 



Borough banned it. Added that he feels we can make money in better ways. Council President 
Burton noted that she agreed with the Mayor and does not agree with this at all. Stated she 

also does not care about people using it but that it has been proven to be a gateway drug. 
Noted she thinks we could spend our time doing better things for the township as opposed to 

worrying about these businesses being here. Councilman Gardner noted that he has been for 
this since the beginning. Commented that the labeling of this as a drug when it is not a drug. 

Pointed out that people are also addicted to sugar because it is sweet and they cannot get 
enough of it. Reiterated that this was formulated out of racism and people trying to put others 
in their place. Councilman Detrick stated that he does not have a lot to say as all have already 

made their comments previously. Wanted the residents to know that they are all up there to 
do what they feel is best for the township and for the people of the township. Added that 

everyone here cares about the welfare of the children of the township. Stated that if any of 
them thought that this was something that would do terrible harm to the children there would 

be no one in favor of this, but that is not the case. Commented that kids are already doing pot 
and this way they know what they are getting is safe. Mentioned that he views this as a 
business thing and is aware of the Mayor’s views but does not feel this will have a big impact. 

Stated that people will think of Pemberton what they want and if they want to stick their 
noses up in the air and look down on us they can go right ahead and we will take the money 

and have an industry that is well controlled. Councilman Gardner noted once again that he is 
in favor of this and that the biggest reason is because we are in control of the when, where and 

how.  
  
Motion by Gardner and Detrick to adopt ordinance 29-2021. Gardner, yes; Detrick, yes; 

McCartney, yes; Allen, no; Burton, no; Allen, yes. Motion carried.  

 

ORDINANCES FOR INTRODUCTION 
  
ORDINANCE 30-2021 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON, COUNTY OF 

BURLINGTON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY APPROVING REDEVELOPMENT PLAN 
FOR THE PROPERTY KNOWN AS GREENBERG FARM ALSO KNOWN AS BLOCK 

786.01, LOTS 13 AND LOT 22, AND BLOCK 787, LOT 1. 
 

Mr. Bayer advised that Chris Dochney, from CME, who is the Township’s professional 
Planner was present at the meeting. Noted that he had drafted the redevelopment plan and 
appeared before the Planning Board regarding this. Further explained the process of this 

ordinance and how it came to the meeting today and that Mr. Dochney could answer any 
questions about the changes made by the Board. Councilman Detrick questioned the letter 

from the Planning Board asking for more time. Mr. Bayer explained and stated that 
Administration wanted to move forward and have the plan adopted so that they can get to the 

point that they can negotiate a redevelopment agreement with the potential developer. Mayor 
Patriarca stated that this had been in front of the Planning Board twice to make 
recommendations to Council. Stated they have yet to do that and he does not know why they 

would want to have another bite at this apple and what more are they trying to accomplish 
when they had months to review it. Explained the history of the development of this property 

and that this has been going on for over 10 years. Added that residents came out strong that 

they did not want development on this property and rather than develop the entire land they 

would seek a dense development there. Advised of the current plan 300-foot buffer which is 
substantial. Stated that the plan had a long time to breathe so now we have an interested 
developer and feels Council should consider some compromise. Recommended a 200-foot 

buffer with a berm still allowing for some buffering on the property and then permit the storm 
water management within the buffer so it can be used but not developed with houses. Noted 

that there is already a permitted use on this property. 
 

Chris Dochney explained the redevelopment plan and that it is very close to the existing 
zoning. Advised that this is for an age restricted community for residents 55 and up. Noted 
that age restriction is consistent with the Master Plan. Added that it is the responsibility of the 

Planning Board to determine if it is consistent with the Master Plan. Provided and overall 
view of the plan and the suggestions made by the Planning Board including age targeted and 

not age restricted housing. Noted that age restricted was in line with the Master Plan. Advised 
that another recommendation was for some sort of central green space in the redevelopment. 

Stated that while he finds that an interesting idea, doing that could substantially decrease the 
yield of development on this lot and since this would be private development on private 
property he thinks the way the Planning Board was viewing this was putting a public park in 

the middle of the development. Mentioned that the reason the substantial buffer was required 
is because North Pemberton Road is an open corridor, and this will maintain that same view 

as a rural highway and not a dense development. Noted that one of the suggestions was to 
reduce that buffer to 100 feet to allow some flexibility on the part of the developer to 



accommodate some of the stormwater management they have to do and noted the changes 
made a few months ago by the State. Stated he did not know if 100 feet was enough but 

agreed with the Mayor on the 200 feet. Further explained the recommendations that had been 
made by the Planning Board including pocket parks and benches. Stated that he did not feel 

that a concept review was necessary and that the Council by approving this plan would be 
serving as the concept review. Stated that Council could negotiate specifics into the site plan 

and could negotiate until they found a plan that they liked. Councilman Detrick stated that he 
was unclear as to what the Council is being asked to approve. Mr. Dochney advised that this 
was a standalone redevelopment ordinance deeming this an area in need of redevelopment or 

rehabilitation and that a plan was needed. Councilwoman McCartney asked if there is a 
developer currently interested in this property. Mr. Bayer advised on the process for this 

ordinance including introduction, advertisement and a public hearing. Mayor Patriarca 
advised that he would get her a plan through the Clerk’s office. Mayor advised that this puts 

the control in the Council’s hands instead of the Planning Board. Councilman Detrick asked 
if there was a plan for a solar project. It was noted there was not. Mayor Patriarca added that 
the solar project was by the airport. Councilwoman McCartney asked about the buffer issue. 

Mr. Dochney explained the change from a 300-foot buffer to 200 feet with a berm. Discussion 
ensued further on the amendment, the setback and the berm. For the record, Mr. Dochney 

provided the specific changes as introducing the ordinance to adopt the redevelopment plan as 
drafted with the amendment that the minimum perimeter setback for North Pemberton Road 

and Arney’s-Mount Road be reduced from 300 feet to 200 feet from the edge of the pavement; 
however a landscape berm to be setback from the street as a gently sloping hill at least 4 to 6 
feet in height with sufficient landscaping to provide a screen on top be required as well. 

Added that the plan would be clear that stormwater management basins as required by DEP 
would be permitted to encroach into this setback area. Councilman Detrick stated he would 

like to see the plan. Mr. Hornickel asked that Council consider introducing this tonight and 
they will provide Council with the plan immediately. Stated that we have been trying to 

attract development here not only in this location but throughout the town. Council 
continued to discuss the changes for the buffer.  
 

Motion by Detrick and McCartney to introduce Ordinance 30-2021, with the amendment for 
a 200-foot buffer, berm and drainage as described, and with a public hearing to be held on 

September 1, 2021. Detrick, yes; McCartney, yes; Allen, yes; Gardner, abstain; Burton, yes. 
Motion carried.  

 
ORDINANCE 31-2021 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON, COUNTY OF 

BURLINGTON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY APPROVING AMENDED 
REDEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR THE MUNICIPAL LANDFILL SITE CONSISTING 

OF BLOCK 906, LOT 1.01 AND AMENDING ZONING MAP 
 

Mayor Patriarca advised that this was the old township landfill off Route 70 and that a 
developer wants to buy the property and put in a solar farm, which is allowed through the 
Pinelands Commission. Mr. Hornickel reminded Council of the changes that they had 

approved previously and that this was back to them from the Planning Board after their 
review.   

 
Motion by McCartney and Allen to introduce Ordinance 31-2021 with a public hearing to be 

held on September 1, 2021. McCartney, yes; Allen, yes; Gardner, yes; Detrick, yes; Burton, 
yes. Motion carried.  

 

REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS      
 

a. Engineer's Report – 8/11/2021  

 
Council President Burton noted that she was glad to see the report as we have been working 

on several things.  

 

BILL LIST 
Approval by Council required for payment of vouchers on Bill List dated 8/11/2021. 

 
Motion by Gardner and Detrick to approve the Bill List. Gardner, yes; Detrick, yes; 
McCartney, yes; Allen, yes with the exception of any and all grants and bills pertaining to the 

NJ State Police or the Attorney General's office, specifically page 28 Drunk Driving 
Enforcement Grant; Burton, yes with the exception of any and all bills pertaining to 

Madeline, Weinroth & Miller on page 10. Motion carried. 
 



SOLICITOR'S REPORT: 

Mr. Bayer reported: Nothing to report.  
 

MAYOR'S AND/OR BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT: 

 

Mayor Patriarca reported: Commented that Public Works had started the Rottau Village 
project, bringing water into that development. Stated that they have already run over 900 

linear feet of 6-inch mains. Noted that they also have done over 1300 linear feet of 8 inch 
main on the Scrapetown Road Water Main project.  Added that we are saving a lot of money 
doing the work in-house while increasing services to our residents. Stated that the tree crew 

has taken out over 250 hazardous trees that are on Township properties and picked up nearly 
500 brush piles as well. Commented that the staff is here every day serving the residents and 

that our men and women are out there on the streets serving through the Police, Fire and 
EMS services. Wanted to thank Council for their approval on the repairs to the fire ladder 

truck. Stated he wanted to read a letter from a former resident because it addressed code 
enforcement. Mayor Patriarca read the letter into the record regarding Presidential Lakes and 
that they were glad they moved because they felt it had gone downhill since they moved 10 

years ago. Stated that he knows Code Enforcement is out there working and addressing 
complaints, but we also get complaints from the people that get the complaints who feel that 

they are being picked on and that the house down the street is worse not knowing if that 
house already got a violation against it. Added that Code Enforcement has been tasked with a 

difficult mission and Administration is on them constantly to meet the goals they have set. 
Commented on the new program that was purchased and that they are working through the 
challenges they are having with it. Stated that we are a large town, and they are out there 

working. Noted that if you want to live with junk in your yard you need to live somewhere 
else because Pemberton Township is not going to allow it. Added that we will continue to 

enforce the codes and handle the complaints that come in. Council President Burton 
questioned if we will be looking into the house that Ms. Phillips had mentioned. Mayor 

Patriarca advised that they have gone out there previously to cut down trees that are in the 
site triangle and we will look at the property to see if it is in the right of way and if it is our 
responsibility or if it is something that is on the resident’s property that they are responsible 

for.  

 

Daniel Hornickel reported: Commented that they would have an updated proposal at the 

next meeting to fix Lakehurst Road. Stated that this has been a lot more challenging than 
originally anticipated. Advised that a contractor had gone out and dug almost 20 feet to 

dewater the sewer pipe that had broken. Noted that they have been trying to get it clean and 
get a camera in there but that they had found a blockage and so the contractor is still out there 

trying to unclog it before we can even understand how we need to fix it. Stated that this is a 
very deep trench at 19 feet and is off the side of Lakehurst Road. Advised that the UV System 
has been partially installed with lights on one channel and are being tested. Added that they 

would be moving ahead to install the lights on the other channel and then test those. Stated 
that if everything goes smoothly, then the new installation will be completed and functional. 

Estimated that there would be another 2 to 4 weeks before we know if it is good or not. 
Advised that the Township had been contacted by the Pinelands Preservation Alliance in late 

spring to expand the trail network out there. Noted the Master Plan with bicycle trails and 
lanes throughout the township and that they asked if they could partner with us to create a 
trail around Lake Pemberton. Stated that if you come off the bypass onto Coleman’s Bridge 

Road there is a parking area on the State portion of the property and that there is a trail that 
goes part way down the northern shore of the lake and then comes back up along the bypass 

and then back down to the parking lot like a triangle. Noted that in partnering with the PPA 
we are going to help them with the trail that goes from the parking lot on Magnolia Road to 

connect with the existing trail. Noted that Pemberton Township owns about half of the 
property and half of the lake with a dock and parking right off Magnolia Road. Stated they 
will clear out the first 1,000 feet using the tree crew and brush cutting equipment and then the 

PPA will erect an entrance and then develop a nature trail that meanders along the coast. 
Added that it will be demarcated with felled trees and branches and that we will try to make 

this a combined trail development and clean communities event because as they go they will 
pick up trash. Noted that we are excited about it and will bring an ordinance to Council 

granting them a license to basically install and help us maintain this trail. Stated he is excited 
because this is not a hard lift and it is great and will eventually be connected to the County 
trail and will fit neatly into what we are trying to do.  

 

COMMENTS BY COUNCIL MEMBERS: 

 

Councilwoman McCartney – Thanked Administration, Council and Amy for allowing her to 



dial into the 2 meetings that she was not physically present for. Thanked Administration for 
providing the alerts and public announcements regarding the delta virus and the COVID 

outreach information that provide safety mechanisms for our residents. Also thanked 
Administration for the reports that Council receives for various things going on including for 

Buildings and Grounds, the Senior Citizen and Department reports. Stated that this speaks to 
goal of our township and the governing body in trying to bring our community together, 

providing safety information and communicating with them. Noted that she thought the Fall 
Newsletter that was put together was very comprehensive with all the resources that are 
available to our residents. Questioned if it was a collaborative group that put this together. 

Mayor Patriarca advised that every department had participated and that it was spearheaded 
by the Recreation Director.  Councilwoman McCartney thanked Administration and stated 

that this was great for our residents that are not online and are not using email. Stated that the 
information is very informative for the residents. Mayor Patriarca pointed out that we also 

needed to thank our local businesses as that was where the funding for this project was 
coming from. Councilwoman McCartney questioned the frequency of the Newsletter. Mayor 
Patriarca advised that it was expected to be put out quarterly. Councilwoman McCartney 

stated that spotlighting the Fire, Police and EMS would be nice. Mayor Patriarca thought it 
would be nice to add Council to the Newsletter as well.  

 

Councilman Gardner – Thanked everyone for coming out.  

 

Councilman Detrick – Stated he was going to piggyback on what Councilwoman McCartney 
said, that there is a lot of appreciation for a lot of people that work hard here including 
Administration and the Solicitor. Thanked the public that came out. Noted he loves the trail 

idea. Stated that there is a lot going on throughout the Township as evidenced by the 
Engineers Report and he likes seeing all the progress. Appreciates things being addressed to 

keep them working and functioning properly. Asked all to have a good night.  
 

Councilman Allen – Noted that a few months ago Administration had a suggestion about 
contacting the Army Corps of Engineers to see if they could provide assistance in clearing our 
waterways from down trees. Asked for an update on this from Administration. Questioned 

the status of the land swap between the Township and the County properties. Mr. Bayer 
advised that he would provide an update at the next meeting about this as he had talked to the 

County Attorney today about this. Councilman Allen noted that he had read a headline 
indicating that the Pemberton Township Fire Department had 3 new firefighters that had 

received their certification of completion from the New Jersey Firefighter One Program and 
congratulated them. Advised that Inspire Youth Development Inc. was providing life skills 
and career development training to New Jersey residents. Stated for more information you 

could call 609-518-3500.  
 

Council President Burton – Thanked all for coming out and sharing their concerns and 
questions. Gave kudos to the Township for doing some great things and our departments are 
going above and beyond. Stated we are truly lucky and grateful. Asked all to have a good 

night.  
 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:59 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 
 
 

Amy P. Cosnoski, RMC, Township Clerk 


